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Dear Parents/Guardians, 

It is amazing that another school year is ending. It was a year filled 
with fond memories of success, happy times, great friendships, and 
we will never forget the COVID-19 remote learning! We wish to thank 
our students, parents, and guardians for all your efforts throughout 
this time. 

We are also thankful to our staff for their contributions to our 
school community during the year and for the positive way they pivot-
ed to remote learning and continued to stay connected to our stu-
dents and to each other  

The staff at St. Alphonsus School have enjoyed the opportunity to 
help your children develop their gifts and talents this school year.  

We wish all the best to our grade nine students who are moving on to 
high school. Thank you for the leadership you have shown at St. Al-
phonsus School.  We will cherish the great memories.  

We also wish the best for any students moving on to a new school lo-
cation for next year. We hope you hold in your heart the many good 
memories here at St. Alphonsus School. 

We also say a fond farewell  to our staff who are moving on to new 
opportunities next year.  Please see page three for the list of staff 
who will be leaving.  

We want to also give a warm welcome to the new principal, Mrs. 
MacGregor! 

To those staff and students who are returning we wish you a safe and 
happy summer. We look forward to seeing each other when school be-
gins on September 2nd! 

May the Holy Spirit guide and protect us. 

Sincerely, 



 May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that by the power of the Holy Spir-
it you may abound in hope. ~ Romans 15:13  

IMPORTANT DATES 

June 15—Grade 6 Farewell: Teams @ 2:00 

June 15— Grade 1 to 3 Textbook Drop off 9am 

to 3 pm 

June 16—Grade 4 to 6 Textbook drop off, 9am 

to 3 pm 

June 17—Grade 7 Textbook drop off 9 m to 3pm 

June  17— Grade 9 Farewell: Teams @ 6:30 

June 18—Grade 9 textbook drop off, 9am to 

3pm 

June 19— Grade 8 Textbook drop off, 9am to 

3pm 

June 19—Last Day to complete assignments. 

 September 2nd! 
First Day of Instruction! 
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Year round schooling has been suspended 

for the 2020-2021 school year .  School start 

up will be dependant on Government 

direction.  See calendar on page four. 

COVID—19 

June 26—Last Day to return Course Material 

June 29— 2019/2020 Report Cards Ready 

August 24—Office Opens,  8:30 to 3 pm 

August 28 & 31—Staff only in School 

September 2—First Day of Classes, 

September 7—Labour Day—No School 



 

Life is full of changes and therefore at this time we say good
-bye to some of our staff members who will be embarking on 
new journeys.  

Congratulations and best wishes go out to Mrs. Breanna 
Stone, Mrs. Allicia Jaroslawski, Ms. Chelly Francisco, 
Mrs. Meghan Ford, Mrs. Tanja Ivicevic, Ms. Kelly 
Weatherbee, Ms. Honorata Chromiak,who are leaving  St. 
Alphonsus School to embark on new opportunities within Ed-
monton Catholic School District.  

We also say good bye and best wishes to Mrs. Marian Gauk 
and Mrs. Lori McDonough who will be retiring at the end of 
the school year! 





June 2020 

 

… Let your light shine before others so that they may see your good works … 

(Matthew 5:16) 

 

We began our year of Walking Together in the Light of Christ 

with this scripture, and it is fitting that we end the year with it as 

well.  We have experienced great adversity this year in many 

ways, yet we have persevered.  Knowing that we are a community 

that is united in Christ, our constant companion, has sustained 

us, and so many people have been instruments of Christ’s love 

for others.  The stories of love, compassion, joy, and mercy that 

we have heard throughout the year have all borne witness to 

#ECSDfaithinspires. 

Each year, the Council of Catholic School Superintendents of 
Alberta sponsors the Excellence in Catholic Education Awards.  
These awards honour individuals who provide our students with 
exceptional learning experiences that are deeply rooted in our 
Catholic faith.  We are delighted to share that three of our staff 
have received this prestigious award:  Pascal El Cid, teacher at 
Sister Annata Brockman Catholic Elementary/Junior High 
School; Patricia Liogier, Principal of  
St. Leo Catholic Elementary School; and Theresa Volk, Principal 
of Bishop David Motiuk Catholic Elementary/Junior High 
School.  Congratulations Pascal, Patricia, and Theresa! 
Our Division is currently working with Alberta Education to determine what September re-entry 

will look like.  They have directed us to prepare for three possible scenarios: return to normal 

classroom instruction, partial return to classes/return with restrictions in place and remaining in 

a remote learning situation.  Which scenario we end up beginning the year with is entirely de-

pendent on the pandemic status at the end of the summer and our ability to ensure that our stu-

dents and staff can maintain their health and safety.  The Ministry has indicated that they will 

decide what re-entry will be by August 1st in order to allow us ample time to be prepared for learn-

ing in the 2020-21 school year.  We will let our families know what fall classes will look like as 

soon as this has been determined. 

As Father’s Day approaches and we celebrate all those who have filled the role of father, grandfa-

ther, or mentor, let us take a moment to pray for them and give thanks. 

Heavenly Father,  

Today we ask You to bless our earthly fathers 

for the many times they reflected the love, strength, generosity, wisdom and mercy that You ex-

emplify in Your relationship with us, Your children. 

We honour our fathers for putting our needs above their own convenience and comfort; 

for teaching us to show courage and determination in the face of adversity; 

for challenging us to move beyond self-limiting boundaries; 

for modeling the qualities that would turn us into responsible, principled, caring adults. 

We ask your blessing on those men who served as father figures in our lives. 

May the love and selflessness they showed us be returned to them in all their relationships,  



and help them to know that their influence has changed us for the better. 
We pray that our fathers who have passed into the next life have been welcomed into Your loving embrace, and 
that our family will one day be reunited in your heavenly kingdom. 
 
Amen 

(Adapted from A Christopher Prayer for Father's Day) 
 

Pope Francis shared a thought on Twitter that is the perfect punctuation mark on our theme for this year.  He 

said, “If we are transparent before the Lord like a crystal, His light – the light of mercy – will shine in us and, 

through us, in the world.” (05/19/20) 

Have a wonderful June! 

Sincerely,  

Robert Martin 

Chief Superintendent 

 

Grizzly Sports was delayed due to the DCOVID—19 outbreak.  Fall sports will be de-

pendent on  Government direction and adjustments to some of the programs ids ex-

pected.  We know students love to participate and the seasonal sports will be back 

as we are allowed to participate. 



Glory be to Jesus Christ! Glory be forever!  

Go Eskimos Go!  

You got it. I’m an Edmonton Eskimos fan. And why not? The Eski-

mos have won the Grey Cup fourteen times of the modern era, and 

an unmatched five consecutive wins between 1978 and 1982, most 

recently in 2015.  

The colours green and gold live forever in my heart. Not only are 

they the colours of the Eskimos, but they are also the colours of the Feast of Pentecost….  

After Jesus’ resurrection from the dead, Jesus instructed the disciples to stay in Jerusalem and 

to wait there for the promise of God the Father.  

“When the day of Pentecost had come, the disciples were all together in one place. And sudden-

ly from heaven there came a sound like the rush of a violent wind, and it filled the entire house 

where they were sitting. Divided tongues, as of fire, appeared among them. All of them were 

filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other tongues, as the Spirit gave them abil-

ity” (Acts of the Apostles, 2: 1-4).  

On that first Pentecost, fifty days after the glorious resurrection of Jesus, the Lord sent the Holy 

Spirit in the form of tongues of fire upon his disciples that the Good News of the Gospel would 

be preached through them to all nations.  

As we celebrate this Feast, let us remind ourselves our own Pentecost, that is, our own baptism 

in the Holy Spirit, when we were anointed with the gifts of the Spirit so that we too might pro-

claim the Good News of salvation to all peoples of our time.  

For the Holy Spirit continues to act today, not just 2000 years ago, through the gifts given to us 

for God’s glory – the great virtues of faith, hope and charity; the seven gifts of wisdom, under-

standing, counsel, fortitude, knowledge, piety and the fear of the Lord; and the fruits of love, 

joy, peace, patience, kindness, generosity, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control.  

Let us rediscover these gifts in ourselves, in our families, schools, churches, and communities, 

that we may be renewed by the Holy Spirit, and in turn, renew others by our Christian witness.  

For each of us can relate stories of how the Holy Spirit has touched us in some special way – 

through the steadfast faith of a family member that all would be well when little light seemed to 

escape the darkness encompassing us; or the wisdom of a teacher or colleague to trust God 

completely; or the kindness of a friend during times of trouble or illness.  

And what about the colours of green and gold?  

Well, in the Ukrainian Catholic tradition, another name for Pentecost is Green Holydays, Zeleni 

svjata. Our churches and homes are decorated with the greenery of branches and such in cele-

bration of the Feast. Green is a symbol of the newness of life – divine life – brought to us by the 

Holy Spirit. The priests even wear green vestments for the Feast of Pentecost!  

Pentecost: “Going for the Green and Gold”  

By Bishop David Motiuk, Ukrainian Catholic Eparchy of Edmonton  



Pentecost: “Going for the Green and Gold” (cont.) 

And gold? Well, we were created in the image and likeness of God 

the Father. By living in the love of Christ, we gradually grow into this 

image and likeness. We call this process theosis, deification or divi-

nization. The colour of the Divine is gold. And it is the Holy Spirit 

who helps us grow in the divine life, into holiness, sanctity.  

Green and gold. Pentecost. The Divine Life.  

Heavenly King, Advocate, Spirit of Truth, who are everywhere pre-

sent and fill all things, Treasury of Blessings, Bestower of Life, 

come and dwell within us; cleanse us of all that defiles us, and O 

Good One, save our souls (Prayer to the Holy Spirit).  

MASS TIMES AT ST. ALPHONSUS PARISH, EDMONTON: 

Saturday at 4 p.m. (preceded by reconciliation from 3:20 p.m.) 
Sunday at 11 a.m. 
Monday at 9 a.m. 
Thursday at 9 a.m. 
 

MASS TIMES AT ST. CLARE PARISH, EDMONTON: 

Saturday at 4 p.m. (preceded by reconciliation from 3:20 p.m.) 
Sunday at 1 p.m. (Sudanese Catholic community) 
Sunday at 9:30 a.m.  

 

Questions? Please contact Rose by email: 

Rosalind.Derksen@caedm.ca  
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Roman Catholic Parishes of 

St. Alphonsus and St. Clare 

 

 

 

CLERGY:REV. DAVID BITTNER 
CSB, PASTOR 
REV. GLENN MCDONALD CSB, 
PART-TIME ASSOCIATE PAS-
TOR 

 

 

CONTACTS:  

MONIQUE LAMOUREUX-VELEY 
- SECRETARY 

 
KARI SALE - SECRETARY 

 
ROSE DERKSEN - PASTORAL 
ASSISTANT 

 

EMAIL ADDRESS: STALPHONSUS.EDM(AT)CAEDM.CA 

WEBSITE: WWW.STAL-STCLARE.CAEDM.CA 

http://www.stal-stclare.caedm.ca/

